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Against the Attacks of the Slave Power and Its Allies The House being in Committee of the Whole on the state of
the Union - Mr. Shanks said: Mr. Chairman: It is with feelings of much anxiety that | arise, under the peculiar
circumstances which surround me, to address this House on the subjects before it. My purpose is to call the
attention of the committee to some of the matters contained in the Report in part of the committee on
contracts, of which the gentleman from New York [Mr. Van Wyck] is chairman, only, however, so far as they
relate to General John C. Fremont, and then only to a part of those at this time, as | intend, if possible, to take
those subjects in detail when that report and accompanying resolutions may come before us. This Report in
part was made on the 17th day of December, and has been sent from this House to all parts of the country. Its
consideration has been deferred from time to time, until some ten days ago it passed from its character of a
special order to a special privilege in the hands of the committee. The country has had the charges for over two
months, and yet not a word of defence from those whose characters have been challenged on testimony taken
without notice to them. But since | am compelled to speak in Committee of the Whole, | shall take the privilege
thus offered me to draw attention to matters of more general importance to the country, as connected with
him of whom | shall speak...
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