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Administration submitted a $29.1 billion FY2006 budget request for HUD, which is 9 less than was provided in
FY2005. The most controversial part of the budget proposal would eliminate the Community Development Block
Grant program in HUD and transfer its purposes to the Department of Commerce, combining it with 17 other
programs (that had approximately $5.6 billion of appropriations in FY2005) into a new $3.7 billion
Strengthening America s Communities Initiative (SACI) grant program. According to the Administration, the
initiative is intended to consolidate the delivery of federal community and economic assistance and to better
target the spending to areas with the greatest needs. Other HUD programs affected by this proposal include
rural housing and economic development, Brownfields, and Empowerment Zones. While funding for Section 8
tenant-based rental vouchers would be increased by close to $1.1.
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