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KF27 . V4 2006m OCLC Number: (OCoLC)162126937 Excerpt: ... 11 women, men and women who bravely served
this country, protecting everything that america stands for. it is an important mission. it is a sacred mission. it is
one that must be taken seriously. looking back over the last year, i see many good things, but there have also
been some huge bumps in the road. first, let us look at the good. After the funding problems of the previous
fiscal year, in which Va ran out of money due to poor budgetary modeling, the administra-tion stepped
forward and recommended a sufficient amount of money for veterans programs. also, as your Committee
formulated the budget recommendations, we were pleased that you listened to what we had to say. you used
our funding levels from the independent budget as part of your base-line. we didnt get everything that we
wanted, but it was a very good step, and we appreciate the serious consideration you gave to our views and
your demonstrated commitment in moving them forward. despite the Committees and administrations
attention, Va still does not have its budget for a fiscal year that begins in a few days. this unfortunately is
nothing out of the ordinary. it has been the better part of a decade since Va has had a budget on time. thisis a
major and continuous failure of Congress. mr. Chairman, you rightly want Va to operate more like a busi-ness,
using best practices to efficiently care for veterans in a cost-ef-fective way. yet, how...
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